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according to Grimm the chief of their holy trees was the
oak.1     It appears to have been especially dedicated to the
god of thunder, Donar or Thunar, the equivalent of the Norse
Thor;  for  a  sacred  oak   near   Geismar,  in  Hesse,  which
Boniface cut down in the eighth  century, went among the
heathen by the name of Jupiter's oak (robur Jovis\ which in
old German would  be Donares eih> "the oak of Donar."2
That the Teutonic thunder god  Donar, Thunar, Thor was
identified with the Italian thunder god Jupiter appears from
our word Thursday, Thunar's day, which is merely a render-
ing  of the  Latin  dies Jovts?     Thus  among   the  ancient
Teutons, as among the Greeks and Italians, the god of the
oak was also the god  of the thunder.    Moreover, he was
regarded as the great fertilising power, who sent rain and
caused the earth to bear fruit; for Adam of Bremen tells
us that " Thor presides in the air ; he it is who rules thunder
and lightning, wind and rains, fine weather and crops." *    In
these  respects,  therefore, the Teutonic thunder god again
resembled his southern counterparts Zeus and Jupiter.    And
like them Thor appears to have been the chief god of the
pantheon ; for  in  the  great  temple  at  Upsala his image
occupied the middle place between the images of Odin and
Frey,6 and in oaths by this or other Norse trinities he was
always the principal deity invoked.6    Beside the temple at
Upsala there was a sacred  grove, but the  kinds  of trees
which grew in it are not known.    Only of one tree are we
told that it was of mighty size, with great spreading branches,
and that it remained green winter and summer alike.    Here
too was a spring where sacrifices were offered.    They used
to plunge a living man into the water, and if he disappeared
they drew a favourable  omen.    Every nine years, at the
spring equinox, a great festival was held at Upsala in honour
of Thor, the god of thunder, Odin, the god of war, and Frey,
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